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5 simple ways to  
Make Words 
Matter with your 
students TODAY! 

Ever feel like you are a broken record?? 

Does it seem like you are just talking to a wall 
when you ask your students to do something?? 

Are you exhausted because your students 
just don’t want to listen to you?? 

Well. That. Ends. Now. 

Start with these 5 simple steps to 
help get everyday off to the right 
start and stay on the right track! 

1. START
WITH A 
GOOD 

MORNING. 
2. ONLY
REPEAT 

YOURSELF 
ONCE. 

3. USE
WORDS 

FOR 
GOOD. 

4. ASK
AN 

INTERESTING
QUESTION. 

5. END
WITH 

THOUGHTFUL
FEEDBACK. 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just like wanting our mornings to be off to the right start, it is good to book‐end our days with 

something good as well. I recommend teachers do this by giving thoughtful feedback to your 

students at the end of the day.  

 

This can come in the form of a short note where we compliment our student on how fun it is to 

read books with them. It can also come in the form of telling our students that we are proud of 

them for working hard on their science project. It can even come in the form of a ritual that you 

do with your child each day – like a special “good‐bye” secret handshake or phrase that you 

both say to one another that means “I care about you.”  

 

You could also do this through the use of behavior report cards (templates found online) or 

“boomerang books.” These small notebooks are ways to communicate with your student and 

his/her parents about the day. In a classroom of 30 children, it can seem overwhelming to write 

that many hand‐written notes each day, so perhaps start with doing it once a week. But these 

boomerang books – where the student gets to write a short note back to you – might really help 

open lines of communication with kids and families.  And remember, the goal of these is not to 

report all the ways the child has been bad, rather to give thoughtful feedback for good! 
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3. USE 
WORDS 

FOR 
GOOD. 

4. ASK  
AN 

INTERESTING 

QUESTION. 

5. END 
WITH 

THOUGHTFUL 

FEEDBACK. 
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